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Dear Athletes and Parents: 

 

On behalf of the Whitehall City Schools Athletic Department, we would like welcome you to 

interscholastic athletics at Whitehall-Yearling High School and Rosemore Middle School. 

Whitehall City Schools is a member of the Ohio High School Athletic Association (OHSAA) and 

the Mid State League (MSL) and abides by the rules and regulations of each. The coaches and 

administration are committed to making your experience a positive one.  In order to accomplish 

this goal we intend to conduct our athletic programs following these principles: 

 

1. Abide by all rules established by the OHSAA, MSL, Whitehall City Schools, Athletic  

Code of Conduct and Athletic Director. Coaches will also establish specific expectations 

regarding all aspects of the administration of the team. 

 

2. Athletic participation and event attendance is a privilege. 

 

3. All students are invited and encouraged to try out for every activity in which they have an   

interest. It is important to understand that schedules may not allow for your student athlete 

to do more than one activity in a season. Please remember that it’s student first and athlete 

second. Scholastic achievement should take precedent at all times.  

 

4. Coaches will make all decisions regarding team selection, playing time and position based 

on objective criteria.   

 

5. District and team rules are enforced consistently with all team members. 

 

6. Coaches are available to discuss any concerns or questions you may have with the 

exceptions of before/after games, during practice time or when in the presence of the team. 

If a meeting is requested the parent(s) and athlete are required to be in attendance. 

 

Everyone is expected to operate under the concept that "team goals come first."  Quality athletic 

experiences emphasize cooperation, discipline, and team collaboration to achieve success.  

Individual accomplishments and recognition are side benefits of successful team performances. 

 

Everyone is expected to exhibit good sportsmanship, ethics and integrity while participating in an 

athletic program and when attending athletic events.  Coaches, teammates, officials and opponents 

should be treated with respect. 

 

We hope to see you at our athletic contests giving positive support for all of our athletes.  If you 

have any questions or concerns regarding this athletic code of conduct please contact your coach 

or athletic department personnel.  Remember that good sportsmanship is an “EXPECTATION” at 

Whitehall City Schools. 

 

Yours in Athletics, 

 

Mike Ferguson, CAA    Jason Mumaw 
 

Mike Ferguson     Jason Mumaw 

WYHS Athletic Director    RMS Athletic Director  



THE MID STATE LEAGUE 
 

  

 

BUCKEYE DIVISION  CARDINAL DIVISION OHIO DIVISION 

 

Amanda Clearcreek   Berne Union    Bexley 

Bloom Carroll    Fisher Catholic   Columbus Academy 

Circleville    Grove City Christian   Grandview Heights 

Fairfield Union   Harvest Prep    London 

Hamilton Township   Millersport    Madison Plains 

Liberty Union         West Jefferson 

Logan Elm         Whitehall-Yearling 

Teays Valley         Worthington Christian

  

   

 

 

MSL ADMISSION PRICES / NON LEAGUE ADMISSION PRICES 
 

LEVEL  ADULT STUDENT  SENIOR   

 

   Varsity   $5.00/$5.00 $3.00/$3.00 $3.00/$3.00 

   JV (Alone)  $4.00/$4.00 $2.00/$2.00 $2.00/$2.00 

   Freshman  $4.00/$4.00 $2.00/$2.00 $2.00/$2.00 

   Middle School  $4.00/$4.00 $2.00/$2.00 $2.00/$2.00 

 

Please note that when non varsity team(s) (MS, freshman, JV or in any combination) plays 

in conjunction with the varsity program the Varsity rate will be charged.  
 

 

WYHS & RMS SPONSORED SPORTS 
 

 

FALL     WINTER    SPRING 

Cheerleading     Basketball (B/G) *   Baseball (B) 

Cross Country (B/G)    Cheerleading    Softball (G) 

Football *    Wrestling *     Tennis (B)  (HS) 

Soccer (Coed) * (HS)   Dance Team  (MS)   Track & Field (B/G) * 

Tennis (G)  (HS)                       Bowling (B/G) (HS)  

Volleyball (G) *    

         
 

 
* Those sports that have an admission fee. (Senior Citizens admitted free to home games with a Whitehall 

City Schools Golden Card. Golden Buckeye Card holders are admitted at the student rate appropriate for 

the level of contest attending. Special Events or Tournaments may charge an amount different from the 

above listed rates and restrict passes.   

 

 



 

REQUIREMENTS FOR PARTICIPATION 
 

As an athlete, once the official start of the season begins according to Ohio High School Athletic 

Association regulations, you are not eligible to participate until the following items have been 

completed and on file at in the schools athletic department: 

 

1.  Parent/Athlete acknowledgement of athletic policies, signed by parent and athlete, and on  

     file in the Athletic Office. 

 

2.  Physical examination completed each calendar year and on file in the Athletic Office. 

 

3.  Emergency Medical Form completed and returned to your coach. This form is needed     

     no less than once each calendar year. If changes occur during the year it is the responsibility of 

the parent/athlete to notify the coach or athletic director of these changes. 

 

4.  Insurance coverage or waiver is required for all student athletes. Proof of insurance or a signed 

waiver must be completed. 

 

5. A Concussion Awareness Form must be completed each season that the student athlete 

participates.  

 

6.  All scholastic eligibility requirements have been met. 

 

7.  Live within the Whitehall City School District or comply with OHSAA exemptions/transfer 

policies. (OHSAA information may be found at www.ohsaa.org) 

 

8.  All other Ohio High School Athletic Association requirements must be met. 

 

9. All instructional and course fees must be paid including Pay-to-Participate fees before 

participating in any extra curricular activities in compliance with Board policy. 

 

 

PARENTAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF ATHLETIC POLICIES 

 

At the time a student/athlete expresses an interest in athletics at Whitehall City Schools he/she will 

be issued this handbook or directed to our athletic website and all the necessary forms for 

participation.  Each student/athlete and parent/guardian will read all materials and certify that they 

understand and will abide by these rules.  This signed document must be filed in the Athletic 

Director's office prior to game participation. 

 

 

RISK OF PARTICIPATION 

 

Participation in interscholastic athletics can lead to possible injury to student athletes.  Although 

most injuries are minor in nature, it is possible that an injury could occur that is severe enough to 

cause a person to become a paraplegic or quadriplegic or which could result in death. Whitehall 

City Schools and staff take reasonable precaution to prevent such injuries, but such risk does exist. 

 

 

 



INSURANCE 
 

Whitehall City Schools does not provide accident insurance for the athlete.  Information about a 

policy that parents may purchase to cover student athletes can be obtained from your coach or the 

Athletic Department. Insurance coverage or waiver is required for all student athletes. Proof of 

insurance or a signed waiver must be completed and on file in the Athletic Director’s Office 

before participation.  

 

The Ohio High School Athletic Association provides Lifetime Catastrophic Accident Insurance 

covering injuries exceeding $25,000.  Information pertaining to this coverage is available upon 

request to the Athletic Department. 

 

 

RAMS  FAN CARD 

 
A family pass is available to help families reduce the cost of attending home contests.  For a cost 

of $20.00 (HS) or $10.00 (MS), the holder of the pass will be entitled to $30.00 (HS) or $20.00 

(MS) worth of admissions.  These passes are available during school hours in the Athletic Office 

and at all athletic events. This pass is not valid at the Pat McMillin Invitational Track Meet, Dan 

Gartner Wrestling Dual Tournament, Rosemore Middle School Invitational, any event declared to 

be or determined to be a sell-out or OHSAA tournament games held at Whitehall-Yearling or 

Rosemore Middle School. 

 

 

ATHLETIC WEBSITES 

 

 www.athletics2000.com/whitehallyearlinghs (schedules-directions-forms-team info) 

 www.whitehallcityschools.org (athletic forms online) 

 

http://www.athletics2000.com/whitehallyearlinghs
http://www.whitehallcityschools.org/


ATHLETIC CODE OF CONDUCT 
 

STATEMENT OF PHILOSOPHY REGARDING TOBACCO/ALCOHOL/DRUGS 

 

     Together with the Ohio High School Athletic Association, the Whitehall Board of Education 

recognizes that the use and abuse of tobacco, alcohol and other drugs have a negative effect on 

behavior, learning, athletic development and performance of the student athlete.  In addition, the 

use and abuse by an athlete affects teammates, family members, and other significant members in 

his/her life.  The Board further recognizes that representing the Whitehall City Schools in any 

athletic contest is a privilege that calls upon its student athletes to demonstrate the highest qualities 

of citizenship and leadership throughout the entire year.  Student athletes shall not attend or 

remain in attendance at functions in which peer group/underage alcohol or illegal drug use takes 

place.  It should be recognized that this type of activity may create a negative reflection on both 

the individual and the total athletic program.  Therefore, a year-round Code of Conduct is 

established for student athletes. 

 

     A student athlete is a student who is participating or has participated in middle school or high 

school interscholastic athletics or related activities such as being a cheerleader, manager or 

statistician. 

 

     The Athletic District Code of Conduct Committee is responsible for corrections, revisions and 

changes to this document.  The committee consists of: the high school and middle school Athletic 

Director, a high school Administrator and at least one high school and one middle school head 

coach. 

 

Whitehall City Schools Board Policy JFCG/JFCH/JFCI-R referring to Tobacco, Drug and Alcohol 

Abuse, shall also apply to athletes.  The Athletic Code of Conduct is a Board of Education 

approved document.



POLICY:  TOBACCO, ALCOHOL, AND OTHER DRUGS 

 
Student athletes of the Whitehall City Schools shall not use, possess, give, sell or otherwise 

transmit, or be under the influence of any drug, or counterfeit drug, the possession or use of which 

is prohibited by law.  This includes narcotic, inhalants, hallucinogenic drugs, alcohol, 

amphetamines, anabolic steroids, cocaine, intoxicants or other controlled substances of any kind.  

The use or possession of any kind of tobacco products is also prohibited.  The use of any 

legitimately possessed substance for an illegal or abusive purpose falls within the prohibition of 

this paragraph. 

 

This policy will be subject to enforcement and/or disciplinary action by the Athletic Department 

and administration for twelve (12) months of the year.  Additionally, violations of this policy are 

accumulative: 

 

 A.   During a student's participation in athletics at the middle school level 

 B. During a student's participation in athletics at the high school level (middle school 

accumulation ends and high school accumulation beginning with eighth grade 

graduation).   
 

Terms: 
  

Athletic participation/percentages apply to regular season contests only and students remain 

ineligible for post-season competition as long as any carryover consequences exist. A season is 

considered to be from the official OHSAA start date through the last contest of the season 

including tournament games. Notwithstanding any other stated consequence for violation of the 

Athletic Code of Conduct, the Athletic Director or other person designated by the Principal, may 

exclude the student athlete from all athletic participation for one (1) calendar year for a violation 

which involves the sale or distribution of any quantity of illegal drugs, counterfeit drugs, alcohol, 

tobacco products or controlled substances. 

 

Violations and Consequences: 
 

First Violation If In-Season: 

 

A. Immediate exclusion from the team unless family education and/or assessment is completed 

(conducted by the Safe & Drug-Free Schools Consortium at no cost to the family), then the 

consequences would be a 50% loss of the next playable game season.  If less than 50% of contests 

remain, there will be a carryover: a) into the next sport in which the athlete has previously 

participated; b) into the start of the next year of that sport; c) if the athlete chooses to participate in 

a new sport with prior approval from the Athletic Director, the result being a minimum of 50% 

loss of season. 

 

B. Athletes will remain a team member, may practice, but will be denied the privilege to play in a 

contest or dress in uniform. 

 

C. Failure to attend the education and/or assessment will result in the athlete being denied the 

privilege of athletic participation for one (1) calendar year. 
 

D. Education/Assessment must be completed within one (1) month, unless a waiver is granted by 

the Athletic Director. 



First Violation If Out of season: 

 

A.  If family education and/or assessment are completed, then the consequence would be a 20% 

loss of the next playable game season in a sport in which the athlete has previously participated. 

 

B.  Athletes will remain a team member, may practice, but will be denied the privilege to play in a 

contest or dress in uniform. 

 

C.  Failure to attend the education and/or assessment will result in the athlete being denied the 

privilege of athletic participation for one (1) calendar year. 

 

D. Education/Assessment must be completed within one (1) month, unless a waiver is granted by 

the Athletic Director 

 

Second Violation - Accumulative: 

 

A.  Denial from all athletic participation for one (1) calendar year from the date of the second 

violation. Upon a second violation, RMS athletes (7-8) will be banned from the athletic program 

for the remainder of the student's middle school athletic eligibility. During the denial of 

participation, the Athletic Code of Conduct remains in effect.    

 

Third Violation - Accumulative: 

 

A.  Denial of athletic privileges for the remainder of the student's WYHS athletic eligibility (9-12).  

 

Attendance at Social Functions/Situations: 

 
Student athletes who remain in attendance and do not make an attempt to leave in a reasonable 

amount of time from a function/situation  in which peer group underage alcohol or illegal drug use 

takes place will be subject to disciplinary action by the Athletic Department ranging from 

notification of parents to removal from team in accordance with the following: 

 

In Season:                                                                 Out of Season:                                                              

1st violation--20% loss of season                         1st--0% Notify parents 

2nd violation--50%  loss of season                           2nd--20%  loss of season 

3rd violation--Removal from team                            3rd--50% loss of season  

                                                                          4th--Removal from team 



Self-Referral – Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Referral: 

 

Student athletes may take advantage of a self-referral or parent(s)/guardian(s) referral procedure to 

seek information, guidance counseling and assessment with regard to student athlete use of 

tobacco, alcohol or other drugs.  Voluntary referrals do not carry any loss of the current season, 

but the athlete will be required to attend a family education program within one (1) month unless a 

waiver is granted by the Athletic Director and prior to receiving awards.  These referrals will be 

kept on file in the Athletic Department.  Self-referrals are subject to the following guidelines: 

 

A.  Allowed one (1) time in a student's four-year high school career (two-year middle school) 

either as an athletic participant or participant in any program covered by a Code of Conduct. 

 

B.  Must be made by the athlete or a parent(s)/guardian(s).  

 

C.  Cannot be used by athletes as a method to avoid consequences once a Code of Conduct rule is 

violated and a student has been identified as having violated one of the Code of Conduct rules. 

  

D. Referral must be made to a coach, athletic director, teacher, administrator or guidance 

counselor prior to any type of official report or on-going investigation into the matter. 

 

E. A self-referral will count as a first violation under the Tobacco, Alcohol and Other Drug  

Policy.  Self-referrals cannot be made if you have been previously disciplined under this policy. 

 

F.  Failure to attend the education and/or assessment will result in the athlete being denied the 

privilege of athletic participation for one (1) calendar year. 

 

Policy:  Citizenship 

 

Student athletes shall abide by a code of ethics that reflects the honor and respect that participation 

in the interscholastic program affords.  Any conduct in or out of school that results in dishonor to 

the athlete, the team or the school will not be tolerated. 

 

A. The appearance of the athlete should not be such as to cause undue attention to be drawn away 

from the team to that individual. Hair should be worn in a way so as to not interfere with the 

athletic activity and to not cause possible harm to the athlete or the opponent(s).  Jewelry (rings, 

bracelets, necklaces, earrings, etc.)  MAY NOT be worn during practices or competition unless 

permitted by the sport’s governing body. 

 

B. The wearing of clothing, costumes, or uniforms will be in accordance with the rules established 

by the District, athletic department and director of the sport or activity and must be worn by the 

entire team. No athlete shall wear any garment belonging to the athletic program for any reason 

other than practice or competition, except with the approval of the coach.  

 

C. Good citizenship is expected of each individual who has chosen to participate in the athletic 

program.  Inappropriate behavior in school or at athletic contests may result in a student losing 

his/her opportunity to participate in future contests and/or the next sports season in which the 

student is eligible to participate. Disrespect toward other students, school officials, athletic 

officials and spectators, disruptive behavior in school, violations of school rules, violations of the 

Athletic Code of Conduct, leaving an athletic contest without authorization, and violations of the 

law, are some, but not all, of the examples of behavior that will not be tolerated. 



D. Posting or texting of inappropriate materials (pictures, language, messages, etc.) on any social 

media, web page or phone including but not limited to Facebook, Twitter, etc. is not acceptable 

and will not be tolerated. The student-athlete is responsible to monitor any and all such material. 

 

E. Any student assigned to an In-School Suspension (ISS) may lose the privilege to participate in 

practice or games during the time the suspension is being served. Any Out of School Suspension 

(OSS) the student athlete will lose the privilege to participate in practice or games during the time 

the suspension is being served and will not be permitted on school grounds both during and after 

school hours during the time of suspension.  

 

Violation and Consequences 

 

Any violations will be reviewed by the coach and/or the Athletic Director.  Penalty may be partial 

exclusion and/or removal from the team or athletic programs for up to one (1) calendar year. 

 

Procedures 
 

Student athletes and their parent(s)/guardian(s) are to be advised of the Athletic Code of Conduct 

at the beginning of each season at an OHSAA required pre season parent meeting. If the parent(s) 

are not in attendance at this meeting it is their responsibility to acquire a handbook from the 

athletic office or read the online version. All student athletes are encouraged to attend these 

meetings so that they understand the policies. 

 

Procedures for Denial of Participation: 

 

Per Ohio Revised Code 3313.664, the Athletic Director, the Principal, the Head Coach, or another 

administrator designated by the Principal may prohibit a student from participating in any 

particular or all extracurricular activities, provided that a Head Coach may so prohibit a student’s 

participation only in the activity that he/she coaches. Such a prohibition shall generally be subject 

to the following procedures: 

 

A. The student athlete should be given written notice of the intention for denial of participation 

which shall include the reason(s) for denial from participation and notification of the right to be 

heard informally regarding the reasons and the right to appeal any action to the Principal/ or 

designee. 

 

B. The Athletic Director, or another administrator designated by the Principal, should conduct an 

informal hearing.  If the reasons for denial of participation are upheld, the student athlete shall be 

denied from participation in accordance with Board policies. 

 

C. The parent or guardian should be contacted by telephone, when possible, of the denial from 

participation. Within 24 hours following denial, a letter of notification should be sent to the 

parent(s)/guardian(s) specifying the reason(s) for the student athlete's denial from participation, 

the period of time for the denial, and options, if any. 

 

D. The student athlete and/or the parent or guardian may appeal the denial from participation by  

the Athletic Director to the Principal or his/her designee.  A written request for appeal must be 

made no later than seven (7) days following receipt of the written notification by the parent or 

guardian required in paragraph "c" above. 

 

E. The decision of the Principal shall be final. 



SCHOLASTIC  ELIGIBILITY  REQUIREMENTS     
 

In order to be eligible for athletic participation in grades 7-12, a student must be currently enrolled 

in Whitehall City Schools and must meet all OHSAA scholarship requirements. During the 

preceding grading period, high school student musts have received passing grades in a minimum 

of five one-credit courses or the equivalent (must count towards graduation) and middle school 

students must pass a minimum of 5 of all subjects carried the preceding grading period. (Courses 

which earn .25 credits but are required for graduation are included in the total) Please keep in 

mind for middle school that all subjects in which the student will receive a grade or a P/F or S/U 

will count.  Only the quarter grades count for eligibility.  The eligibility or ineligibility of a student 

continues until the start of the next grading period, at which time the grades from the immediately 

preceding grading period become effective.  EXCEPTION:  Eligibility or ineligibility for the first 

grading period for Grades 8-12 is determined by the grades received in the fourth grading of the 

previous school year. All incoming Grade 7 students will be eligible for the 1st nine weeks. In the 

event that there is a conflict between the foregoing description and OHSAA scholarship 

requirements as they now or hereafter exist, such requirements shall govern.  

 

In addition to the OHSAA scholarship requirements, Whitehall City Schools requires all students 

in extra-curricular activities to meet the yearly requirements for promotion to the next grade level. 

At the high school, in order to be considered a sophomore you need a minimum of 5 credits, to be 

considered a junior you need a minimum of 10 credits and to be considered a senior you need a 

minimum of 15 credits. Whitehall City Schools also has set a minimum grade point average in 

order to participate in athletics and other extra-curricular activities as follows:  

 

Grades 7, 8 & 9 - Students must have a cumulative GPA of at least 2.0 and/or 1.50 the previous 

grading period. GPA for 7th & 9th grade athletes begins with the second grading period. 

 

Grade 10 - Students must have a cumulative GPA of at least 2.0 and/or 1.75 the previous grading 

period. 

 

Grades 11 & 12 - Students must have a cumulative GPA of at least 2.0 and/or 2.00 the previous 

grading period. 

 

Academic Commitment Waiver(s): One waiver is permitted in both the middle school and the 

high school for those students who fall below the above academic guidelines. Waivers may be 

used only for the minimum GPA average for their respective grade level. Students requesting a 

waiver must read and sign along with a parent/guardian an Academic Commitment Application 

and submit to the Athletic Director. A progress review will be conducted at interims. The GPA 

requirement for the student’s grade level must be achieved at this time during the waiver period. In 

addition, if there are unexcused missed assignments and/or misconduct in the classroom the 

waiver may be revoked and the student-athlete would be ineligible for the remainder of the 

grading period.  
 

Summer school grades, exams or final grades do not count towards OHSAA eligibility at any 

grade level.  Fourth quarter grades determine the eligibility status of a fall athlete. 

 

 

 

 

 



OHSAA TRANSFER RULE 
 

If, as a result of a bona fide legal change of residence made by BOTH PARENTS, the student is 

compelled to transfer from one public school district to another public school district, the 

Commissioner’s Office may restore athletic eligibility at the new school provided the 

Commissioner’s Office is satisfied that the transfer was not athletically motivated. The 

requirement that “both parents” make the move may be waived by the Commissioner’s Office if 

the marriage of the parents has been or is in the process of being terminated or if the parents were 

never married. An Affidavit of Bona Fide Residence in the form requested by the Commissioner’s 

Office, must be submitted along with any request for the application of this exception. In the event 

that there is a conflict between the foregoing description and OHSAA transfer requirements as 

they now or hereafter exist, such requirements shall govern. 

 

Please review the entire Transfer Rules at www.ohsaa.org 

 

NCAA REQUIREMENTS 
 

Because the NCAA  requirements change frequently, we encourage you to visit their web site for 

the latest information. www.ncaa.org Student athletes planning on participating in athletics in 

college need to complete a Clearinghouse form.  It is strongly recommended a student submit this 

form after completion of the junior year.  These forms are available in the Guidance Office. 
 

 

FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS AND USE OF EQUIPMENT 
 

Athletes are responsible for the care and security of all uniforms and equipment issued to them.  

The uniforms and equipment remain the property of the Whitehall City Schools.  Equipment and 

uniforms not returned or damaged will result in a financial penalty.  School issued uniforms and 

equipment are only to be worn and used during contests and practices.  All uniforms and 

equipment must be turned in or paid for before and athlete can participate in his/her next sport. 

 

ATTENDANCE POLICY 
 

Student athletes are required to attend school the entire day (WYHS 8:30am – 3:15pm & RMS 

7:30am – 2:30pm) except for excused appointments, to be eligible to participate in practices or 

contests. Students who arrive after the official start of the school day unexcused will face the 

following disciplinary actions during their sports season: 1st – 4th = Warning; 5th  = loss of next 

game; 6 & above = the loss of the remainder of the season. These rules apply per season. Excuses 

for tardiness must be provided to the attendance office on the day that the tardy occurs or the day 

the student returns from an unexcused absence and is in accordance with District excusable time.  

No “unexcused” missed school time will be changed to “excused” after the end of the school day 

during which the missed time occurred. If a student athlete leaves school due to illness the day of a 

practice/contest, he/she must provide the athletic department or coach with a physician’s excuse to 

be eligible to participate. If a student athlete leaves school due to reasons other than illness they 

must have prior approval by the athletic department/coach in order to be eligible for participation 

that day. 
 

 

http://www.ohsaa.org/
file:///C:/Users/debevoiset/Downloads/www.ncaa.org


TRANSPORTATION POLICY 

 
All team members are required to use school transportation to and from all away contests. If a 

circumstance develops that an athlete must travel to and/or from an away contest in a private 

vehicle, only a parent/legal guardian may transport them. An approved release form must be 

signed by the Athletic Director and the parent/guardian in advance of the contest.  
 

 

VACATION POLICY 
 

Vacations or missed practice by team members during the season are discouraged.  In the event 

that a family vacation cannot be avoided, an athlete must: 

1. Notify the head coach in advance of the trip. 

2. Be accompanied by his/her parents/legal guardians. 

3. Be willing to accept change in team status/playing time (2nd team, 3rd team, etc.) when 

returning to the team. 

Other vacations are considered unexcused absences, which will result in consequences established 

by each coach in his/her team rules, and could result in dismissal and/or removal from the team. 

 

DROPPING A SPORT 
 

Once an athlete starts a sport, he/she is expected to finish the season. A student in season has made 

a commitment to that team for the season and may not drop one sport in order to participate in 

another unless a mutual agreement is made between the 2 involved coaches and approval of the 

Athletic Director. An athlete who quits a sport after practicing with that sport for more than 5 days 

or was selected for the team after final cuts have been made, will not be permitted to participate in 

off season conditioning for another sport unless approved by the Athletic Director. An athlete will 

not be released from the sport started until all games have been completed including tournament 

games. 
 

TRAINING ROOM 
 

The many young men and women who participate in school athletic programs in the Whitehall 

City Schools need access to quality care for athletic ailments.  At WYHS, a certified Athletic 

Trainer is on staff and available to all athletes.  

 

When done effectively and promptly, the time lost from a sport due to athletic injury can be 

minimized, and a safe return to sport participation can be assumed.  Cooperation among parents, 

athletes, and coaches is essential for a speedy return to play when injured.  Likewise, the same 

cooperation can prevent some injuries.  The athletic trainer works closely with the team or family 

physician and physical therapist but must first have the cooperation of the athlete and parents. 

 

All athletes should report any injury to the trainer as soon as possible.  Those who fail to do so risk 

the possibility of increasing the severity of the injury, and usually the amount of time away from 

the sport.  Daily care and reporting is essential to monitor conditions of the injury regardless of 

how minor it may seem.  Compliance with suggestions and directions is also essential to a speedy 

recovery. Any special conditions and concerns or requests with regard to the care and treatment of 

injuries to the athletes at WYHS should be indicated to the trainer at the beginning of each season.  

Likewise, such concerns should be addressed at the athlete’s annual physical examination as 

required for his/her participation. 



AWARD POLICY 
 

Head coaches will determine the criteria for earning awards for their sport. Awards will be issued 

on a designated night chosen by the athletic department. All athletes are required to attend an 

awards night upon completion of their respective season. Failure to attend the awards banquet may 

result in forfeiture of awards earned. The criteria for earning a letter may vary from sport to sport.  

The athlete must finish the season in good standing and have turned in their uniforms/equipment 

in order to receive his/her awards.   Replacement of lost awards is available at a cost in the 

Athletic Office. 

 

OHSAA EJECTION POLICY FOR UNSPORTSMANLIKE CONDUCT 
 

Any athlete ejected for unsportsmanlike conduct or flagrant foul shall be ineligible for all contests 

for the remainder of that day.  In addition, the athlete shall be ineligible for all contests at all levels 

in that sport until two regular season/tournament contests (one for football) are played at the same 

level as the ejection.  When ejection of an athlete results from illegal substitution in baseball, fast 

pitch softball or basketball, the two contest suspension does not apply.  If the ejection occurs in the 

last contest of the season, the student shall be ineligible for the same period of time as stated above 

in the next sport in which the student participates.  A student under suspension may not sit on the 

team bench, enter the locker room or be affiliated with the team in any way traveling to, during or 

traveling after the contest(s).  An athlete who is ejected for a second time shall be suspended for 

the remainder of the season in that sport.  In the event that there is a conflict between the foregoing 

description and OHSAA ejection policy for unsportsmanlike conduct as they now or hereafter 

exist, such policy shall govern.  
 

HAZING 
 

Hazing is prohibited at all times. Hazing is defined in the Ohio Revised Code 2903.31 as follows: 

(A) As used in this section, “hazing” means doing any act or coercing another, including the 

victim, to do any act of initiation into any student or other organization that causes or creates a 

substantial risk of causing mental or physical harm to any person. (B) No person shall recklessly 

participate in the hazing of another and NO administrator, employee, or faculty member of any 

primary, secondary, or post-secondary school or of any other educational institution, public or 

private, shall recklessly permit the hazing of any person. (C) Whoever violates this section is 

guilty of hazing, a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. This policy applies to behavior that occurs 

on or off school property and during and after school hours. The statute does not require serious or 

substantial physical or mental harm, but only the substantial risk of mental or physical harm. 

Therefore, in theory, any fear, embarrassment or pain caused by an act of hazing would be 

actionable. This statute also created personal liability for school employees “…who knew and 

reasonably should have known of the hazing and who did not make reasonable attempts to prevent 

it…”.  The school district will discipline or take appropriate action against any student, teacher, 

administrator volunteer, contractor, or other school district employee who is found to have 

violated this policy. Such action may include, but is not limited to, warning, suspension, 

exclusion, transfer, remediation, termination, or discharge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PARENTS CONCERNS 
 

Parents have the right to discuss issues involving their child first with the coach and then athletic 

director if necessary. This discussion is to take place under athletic department guidelines. These 

guidelines are as follows: (1) Concerns should not be immediately raised before, during, or 

immediately following a contest; (2) An appointment should be made no earlier than the next day 

with the coach or through the athletic director; (3) Parents should not attempt to address issues 

without an appointment. (4) Meetings will take place only when the parent(s), student and coach 

can be in attendance. Violations to these guidelines are to be reported to the Athletic Director and 

appropriate action may be taken in response. Appropriate concerns to discuss with the coach 

include but are not limited to: (a) the treatment of your child, mentally and physically; (b) skill 

improvement and development; and (c) concerns about your child’s behavior and/or attitude. 

TOPICS ABOUT PLAYING TIME, TEAM STRATEGY, PLAY CALLING AND OTHER 

TEAM MEMBERS ARE DEEMED INAPPROPRIATE.  

 

CROWD BEHAVIOR 

 

Sportsmanship is a high priority within the Whitehall City Schools, the MSL and OHSAA and 

practiced by all individuals involved in interscholastic athletics. The following is a list of 

guidelines while in attendance at athletic events: 

1.  Athletic teams at Whitehall City Schools come under the jurisdiction of and are required to 

abide by the rules of the Ohio High School Athletic Association, so that all athletes may compete 

under identical standards. 

2.  Those who take advantage of the privilege of athletics either as a participant or spectator are 

expected to conduct themselves in a manner that does not detract from the educational principles 

which direct the basic organization. 

3.  Athletes and officials are human beings, they are not perfect and never will be.  Everyone 

involved in a contest may make a mistake.  Competitors, coaches, officials, and spectators enter 

into competition knowing that errors are a normal part of an activity and are likely to happen. 

4.  Even though winning is certainly an admirable goal; it is hollow if it comes at the expense of    

morals, ethics, and just plain common sense. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

SPECTATOR CONDUCT NOTICE 

 

Posted in compliance with Ohio Revised Code § 3313.20 

 

Thank you for attending an event sponsored by the Whitehall Board of Education.  To ensure this 

event furthers educational goals, high ethical standards, integrity, and promotes sportsmanship for 

student participants/athletes, coaches, officials, administrators and spectators, all in attendance 

must follow these rules: 

 Proper language must be used.  No swearing or language that is offensive to others 

will be tolerated.  School events are a family activity.  Individual and group 

vulgarity is prohibited, as is verbal harassment and booing of players, coaches and 

officials. 

 

 Obscene gestures are prohibited. 

 

 Dangerous and boisterous activity, such as pushing, shoving or fighting is 

prohibited. 

 

 The throwing of objects, even toilet paper, at fellow spectators, band members, 

cheerleaders, officials, players or onto the playing surface is prohibited, and could 

result in injury or the team being penalized by the game officials. 

 

 All spectators must remain sportsmanlike at all times while on school grounds. 

 

 The use of alcohol, drugs, illegal substances, mood altering substances and tobacco 

is prohibited on school grounds. 

 

The Board of Education greatly encourages you to report conduct you observe in violation of these 

rules to security officers or school administrators. 

 

AT THE SOLE DISCRETION OF THE WHITEHALL CITY SCHOOLS, VIOLATORS 

MAY BE WARNED, EJECTED FROM THE EVENT AND SCHOOL GROUNDS, OR 

BANNED FROM ATTENDING FUTURE EVENTS. 

 

 

 

 

SPORTSMANSHIP IS AN EXPECTATION NOT AN EXCEPTION 
 

 


